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Humans are a destructive force on this planet: exclusive, authoritarian, and up to 
man’s whimsy. Glimpses of human vulnerability exist in the form of 
environmental agents, such as allergens, but they have not had a considerable 
impact on human living. In this piece, the COVID-19 virus is juxtaposed with 
allergens where the virus has had consequences beyond human life. The virus is 
an invisible threat: looming between touch, surfaces, and breath. This auto-
ethnographic photo essay explores the ways the virus hijacked human interaction 
with their environment–a shift that the discourse on Anthropocene has been 
trying to inspire. 
 
 

We acknowledge the Turrbal and Yuggera people as the Traditional Custodians of the land on 
which this work was made. We recognize the continuing connection to lands, waters, and 
communities of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We acknowledge the people, 
creatures and spirits of the lands that we have lived on and will live on. We pay our respects to 
Elders: past, present, and emerging.  
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